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raise .money to be paid away in rewards for the eggs
and heads of birds and vermin, including foxes, the
churchwardens, with six other parishioners co-opted
by them, should annually, and as often as might be
necessary, " tax and assess every proprietor, farmer,
and other person having the possession of any land
or tithes within their several parishes, to pay such
sum of money as they shall think meet, according to
the quantity and portion of such lands or tithes as
the same person so assessed do or shall have or hold."
Of course the term proprietor is here qualified by the
having possession of land, so that a landlord not
occupying his land would not be liable to be rated.
H is only natural that a rate to be expended so
directly for the benefit of agriculturists should be
levied from them alone.

In 1571 (by 13 Eliz., e. 18) it was enacted that
the river Lea should bo cleansed of all its shelves and
shallows "at the costs and charges of the country,"
the freeholders and inhabitants being rated by the
sheriffs and justices of the three counties concerned,
and certain commissioners appointed by the Lord
Chancellor; but this somewhat vague provision was
greatly qualified by the condition that no one should
be charged except in so far as he would be chargeable
under the Statute of Sewers.

In 1575-6 the legislature was forced to take notice
of a difficulty in the enforcement of the labour required
by the Highways Act, which is closely connected with
the question, What constitutes an inhabitant for the
purposes of rating ? The statute of 1555 was amended
by an act (18 Elk, c. 10) which, among other things,
ox pi ui us that persons who occupy a plough-land